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Gene1 w h f p p spent more 
. weekends away from home 

(34) and drove more mile_s 
(60;000) last year ~!tan many, 
traveling salesmen.'' 

But Whipp 'wasn't selling 
anything. · He was enjoying his 
hobby. -

Whipp's hobby is d r i v in g . 
boats -of the inboard hydro
plane variety - for fun b.ut 
little profit. ·· · . 

This weekend, however, the 
1969 national point champion 
in the 280-cubic inch . class · 
won't have so · far to go in , 
order to enjoy his hobby. · 
Whipp will sta)'. hereto-race in 
the sixth annual Dayton Mo-.. 
torboat Racing Assn. Regatta 
at Eastwood · Park Lake on. 
S1r1nday. 

' WHIPP will have his fun - . 
he's driving in three different 
classes which means six heat 
races - but he wont ·m.ake 
much money. The class win
ners · 'will get jusf $40 apie_ce, 
mainly b~capse,proceeds from. 
the event -will .beturned over 

·to the Barney, Childrens Medi~ 
cal ~ent~i.': . . . 

0 b V i O U s 1 r, tl1en, Whipp' you d01h have . to do tliis all 
doesn't race for ·.~he ·money .. the' tin1e. Some guys just race 

, involve-d. ,· . .'.', . on a-c few weekends, but the 
"The financial returns ·ate ~ beal,lti . of the spor\ 1s that you 

very sm·all," Whipp conceµe& ; q m ' put into it what you want 
"But the .. challe:nges and ,the t(\ geto_ut of.it.'' . • 
risks are" very ·gr~a( Eddie . -;,Whipp:, a 28,-year old Fair7 
Sachs (the race car-driver mont High. School graduate, 
who ,vas killed at the Jndy ,has been putting a lot into the 
500) used to say th'at he was in •c·. sport .for. U years. He-began 
contrdl of· his -car 95 per cent r~cing 'between his, junior and 
of the time and out of control - . senior years · in higlr school 
five, per · cent of: the time. In - and hi~ first ride was a test . 
boat racing, you're out of.con- ~ i~e•. :in . Elroy · ~piker's 48-
trol 95 per cent cif :the time cubic 111ch model. 

· and in control five per ·cent." "I WENT to Columbus for 
But Ws not just'.j:he thrills : the test," Whipp remembered, 

. ''The ''.hospitality of the local· , "ahd it seemed like . fun. I 
groups. w)lich putj:herace~ on loved it right away." ' 
is what lures you i to them/' ·, Whipp admitted that now 
Wfopp explained,, "They plan '.'i t's getting to be work at -
a lot . of parties .· and .other tim~s," '.but, he quickly added, 
thil'igs. You're not just'there to "it's still fun ." 
race." · ' · '",;,·_.··.. · . .,___..-'--~---=-..L..C- ------

IN FACT, Whipp and his 
family mak~. ~aqn, tr!p a ,son 
of mini-vacation. · · 

· "We all pile in tp.e car on· 
Fridays, drive all nighUf we 
have to, carny all our food and, 
lots of c9ffee; get there for tl1e 
race and then drive back .Sun
day · to b~ at · work . oi:i. Jf{Pii- ,, 
day," Wliipp said. :iot 'c0_ufs~, .. · 

' ' . For _Gene Whipp, r a c i n g 
boats at speeds up to _145 miles 
an hour for 34 weekerids a 
y·ear is "how J 'get .in.Y kicks." 

Which~ com'.e to think of it, is 
_' what hobbiJs ' 'are all about 


