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Joh~ '. O'Hara (right), . ~if~ Phyllis,' Anna . ahcl , Pot~ick .. 
. .. ·. Boat mcing ha,s_ beconie a f am-i ly_ affair for them .. 

.it~,.: 

O;Haras love boCJI facirig 
I.. I 

~nd thcit's no Malarkey 
~_it~·- -·?--=~~-: - + -·~--,-

: t • By Paul Meyer ' 
~-~ Journal Heroic{ Sports \Vriter 

f :iyraybe · it all started when 
JtJl'iri O'Hara bbug ht his white 
1900'· Ford. · · · · 
::ot pernaps it ' began•a. little 

la!t~r '.'- · when he'd go over to 
Elroy Spicker's garage to help 
,~-0rk on S p. i,c',k e r 's 48~class 
boat. · ,._, . . 

. ~But ;_,henever John O'Hara's 
fa~ination.wi.th boats 'and mo­
tWl ,~ J a ( t e··.d, one Jhjng is 
certain. 

He foves boat racing. 
And sg,., d,_p e s his wife, 

Phyllis. ~- · ··· , 
{, . 

·~ 9, MUCH so, in .fact, that 
Mi's. •·O'Hara serves as a one­
w;;o·m~a n· pit . crew / for her 

. ... d , . ' h~J.?an . .. . , . _ . 
"She's. not necessarily ):ne­

chanica-lly i n c I i n e d," said_ 
O_;Hara, . '.'and she's not real 
h'ID:'. on e11gine~. But she he1ps 

~ o\,l't\ as· much as she can and 

try -t~1eli~ 1·01111, that's ai-B BLil' · 
I do "think I kndw more afrout 
engines than mdst women." 

MFs. O'Hara learned most of 
what she knows about engines 
when she took a night adult 
education course on auto me­
chanics at Fairmont West five 
years ago. 

·I 

als iii loo Tn Guntersville, 
Ala.," the Bellbrook resident 
recalled. "Ronnie Brunner (of 
Dayton) was just irt front of 1 

me, but then he lost his spark 
plug wires p.11d I p a s s e d 
him." ' . 

O 'H a r a 's other "victory" 
' came two years ago in Hiils; 
dale, Mich. . 

, when he beganarop.pitrg in at ·1 

Spicker's ghrage. 1 

Following Spicker's b o a't 
("Blue Devil") a r o u n d for 

, nine or 10 years and helping 
out in- the pits got O'Hara 
interested · in buying and rac­
ing his own boat. 

His first 'racer was demo- . 
~is~ed in 1964 when it was 

THAT WAS ·two years after s.truck by an automobile as the 
it became apparent that boat WHY; then, does the 33- O'Haras returned from Mar-
racing,. was ·going to- .,be a year-old Delco Products em- tinesville, W. Va. That didn't­
f u 11 -t i' m.e '. hobby . for her · .ployee continue . tq . load his · , stop him, though. Jim D.avies · 
"hubbie." · family (12-year-old, daughter- built "Mafarkey" for him ,in 

, And the O'Haras -will be _, Anna and four-year-o\d son 1965 and O'Hara has been 
"relaxing'·'. aga;.in . this weekend , P a t:r j ,c k) into his Chevrolet driving it ever since. 
when John races his 145-class ·' van and take off 12 weekends For the O'Hara fa mi I y, 
•'•Q"Hara's ' Malar~!:!i' in the e_ach· summe,i;? · · which t r a v e 1 s 25,000 miles 
in b, oar d hyct'i-opla·ne World 'T Ji k e the competition," · each summer in search of a 
Championships at Eastwood . •John says •simply. race, the life is satisfying. 
Lake. · . , •:He'.s got m o r e fortitude 
· If .O'.Hara has a typical per- " tha.n anybody I know," Phyllis 
fofmance\ ho,wev~;r. he \von't acknowledged, 
be world champion. · But O'Ha;ra doesn't know 

Because in his : seven years where he acquired that trait 
of'·tacing, J9hn has never won · · "I wasn't an athlete in high 
a race. . school' (Chaminade) ." O'Hara 

"I LQVE IT," said .Phyllis. 
• "Really, it's the people we 
meet more than the racing 
that makes it fun . The people 
are great." · ' 

And their wand~rin,:rs h::ivP 


