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5TH IN 3 HEA,J'.S - Owner Bill Wonderer (left) and 
driver Bruce Whited of Piqua are shown in pre­
race ,d.iscus.sion before sending out their craft in the 
145, class in Saturday's inboard hydroplane race at 
Eastwood Lake park. Whited finished fifth in · all 
three he'ats. I • 
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.Boat racjng provi.des 
"hobby" for . local man · 

N.A,VIGATING E-66 ; ••JOHNNY J" 'ACROSS Lake Maggiore, 
St Petersburg, Fl!!, J.9hnny Brunner places second in the 34th 
Annual Southland . Sw~epstalces . held early in Feb. (Photo . by 
City News Burearu, st Petersburg, Fla:) · -' · 

. . 

Ronnie Brunner, 85 Logic Ct, vercreek a .:vear ago with his 
calls it a "hobby," but quickly wife, a native of Peoria, Ill, 
~dds that the time needed tci two sons and six daughters. He 
pursue this hobby is just ;tbout graduated fr9m St iv er s High 
.every evening. Brunner is arace School in 1951, and presently is 
boat driver. Racing boats for 12 a foreman of heavy equipment 
years, he has tallied up an .im- at Moraine Mltterials.· -
ptessive record of honors. He · · Brunner is in the unusual posi­
. was made a member of the Gulf . tion of being strictly a driver-­
Hall of Fame, the only one rec- he owns rione . of the boats that 
ognized by the American Power- ·he races. , When--- ~sked how he 
boat Association, in 1968. other got into driving race boats, Brun­
achievements include a national ner replied that he started with 
championship, two national high automobiles, but made the trans­
-point championships, one East- ition because of the -"atmos­
. ern Divisional championship, and phere" in boat racing. He- ex-

holding the Texas championship plained that because boat r!l,.cing 
for two years running. Locally, is kept in the «hobby stat~s," 
he is a member of the Board the tensions of car racing that 
of Directors of the Dayton Mo- come from making a living in 
torboat Racing Asso.ciation. that sport are absent. "Ws the 

A lifelong resident of the 'Miami kind of thing the · whole family 
Valley, Brunner moved to Bea- can come and see," he said. 
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I .· 1s•~-••~ J;i• 24, im ,;,,;t~,)f µ~~t) 
1Reg·atfar act'iorr-· •. ~. 
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Best .. boat 
toda race 

. ' '· . . 

·T~e DaYtori Championship Regatta concludes its th 
enc! ru11 ~t Ea~twood Lake today and tomorrow with pf 
best offering. . . . · ·. · · 

. . ; S~heduled t9 be · decided this weekend are world c 
ships m · two classes of 'souped, up" runabouts and . eigl 
c;>f mboard hydroplanes - the latter the lar<>est al'id mo 
ful rac/rrg ~oats with the • exception of the ~nliiuiteds,. 
; The mboat_d~ ate capable of · ·. · 

r~achiil,g spe'eds in excess of 150 
l:lliles '· per · h o u r · on · straight-
aways. 

Ec~stwood, regarded as one of 
.t;J~ ; b~s~ racing c:ourses by the 
r.;r1 '{ers, hl:ls been. condud ve to 
high ~peeds during the first two 
weekends of racing when five 
world records were established. 

The field, wliich ii ;xpected to 
number around 125 each day 

,will ' compete for world champ~ 

liopships fn five classes each 
d~y. . , 

T9day's program, which be­
gins at 11 a.m. , includes title 
runs in the 850, 145, 150, 225 and 
·280 classes. Tomorrow, starting 
at noon, drivers will contest the 
5-iitre, 7-litre Divisions I and Ii 
sh boat and super stock clas~ 
crowns. 

. _' _Dayton 's. Gerie Whipp is the 
defending national and world 

' chan~p in 7-Titre Divisi911 L 
. In world championship racing, 

ei:.ch c:lriver must run in three 
, 11.eats, the winner b·ein<> · deter~· 
mined · on the l:iasi s of ·1owest 
t.otal elapsecUime for the three. 

Eastwood Lake is' located at 
the 'intersection, of Route 4 and 
Jlc1rshmann Road on the north 
east; ,edge of Dayton. Proceeds 
from the races go .to Cl1ildren's 

1\~edical, Center. 
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l(REITZE 
COMEBA• 
A SUCCE, 
: Special To The Di 
APPLETON. 

Dayton's Joy Kre 
16-year-old .who w. 
talized several mo 
a rare disease, p, 
test to race powerb 
last week. 
. Saturday he rai 

first race at the f 
Regatta, and won 
the 145-cubic inch 
hi~ boat, Impossible 
Dayton's Ronnie Brt 
the 225•cubic class ii 
Nightmare and fo4r1 
280-class in Johnny 
Whipp won the Gra 
and. finished second 
en-litre, with Heavy 
also running third i 
Covor-:. · 


