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ncinnati’s Jim Kropfeld (J-55) drives his_seyen,-lifre““’Sfreqker’ to victory in Grand Prix event at Hydrobowl

2imbrone wins Governor's

By Leal Beattie

Journal Herald Sporfs Writer
oe Gimbrone subscribes to

adage that “money isn't
srything.”
'he Tonawanda, N.Y., resi-
it pocketed just $200 for win-
g yesterday’s featured Gov-
or’s Cup Invitational during

World Inboard Champion-
p boat racing meet at the
yton Hydrobowl.
wt he heaped praise upon the
al facility and the race
anizers.
The facilities here overpower
r shortcomings,” Gimbrone
id.  “It’s such a safe
rse.”

‘IMBRONE COMPETES
ch of the time in Canada,
sre the prize money is more
crative. In the last three
ks, in fact, he had earned
r $2,500 in that country.

Boat racing is very profes-
ial in - Canada,” said Gim-
ne, who is employed as a
'k driver in Buffalo, N.Y.
W can go into a town of only
0 people up there, and they
1e up with money out of the

But you don’t have to run for
st of money all the time. I
had to come here to Dayton.
; is a prestige race,” he

Helicopter hovered over race course to provide emergency aid
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vantage over runner-up Sher-
man Pohlhamus at the finish.
Pohlhamus pilotedasmaller
225-cubic inch craft.

“I've always had a lot of bad

“luck here in the past — blown

engines and gearboxes,” Gim-
brone said. “Pohlhamus and
John Simon (another 225 c.i.
boat driver) usually outacceler-
ate us in this type of race, but
we have a higher top end speed.
I've never lost to @ 225 when my
boat was running right.”

Gimbrone shared the spotlight
with four other drivers who won
the Grand Prix Restricted divi-
sions earlier in the day. GPR
races match boats of varying
classes and speeds with a handi-
cap start.

A crowd held down by the
threat of rain — which did delay
the proceedings for about an
hour at one point — saw Michi-
gan resident Chuck Thompson
and Cincinnati’s Jim Kropfeld
claim the A and B Division
titles, respectively.

THOMPSON ALSO won the
day’s opening event, a rerun of
the 280-cubic inch class finals.
He had apparently been the
winner of the same event a day
earlier, but confusionover
whether the race should have
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New Yorker Greg Barker v
the GPR’s C Division in his
c.i. boat, and Minnesota’s G:
Mitsch took the D title in':
Super Stock craft.

The Grand Prix style of r
ing adds competition as 1
faster boats attempt to cat
[their - slower counterparts, i
many of the drivers believe t
danger increases accordingly.

“It’s dangerous in the corne
when you have slow and fa
boats going through at the san
time,” Gimbrone said. “TI
smaller boats slide, but the bi
ger boats can power through.

“It’s exciting for the fan
though. It isn’t a parade whe
one boat gets out in front ar
stays there.” :

UNOFFICIAL RESULTS
Grand Prix Restricted-A Chuc
Thompson, Southfield, Mich., zaoci boc
2. Jim Kropfeld, Cincinnati, 925 C.i.7 3. Jo
Simon, Eggertsville, N.Y., 225 c.i.

GPR-B — 1. Jim K‘ropfeld, Cincinne
7-litre 117 2. Jules LeBoeuf, Valleyfie
Quebec, S-litre; 3. Joe Hartdegen, Ch
mette, La., 7-litre I1.

GPR-C — 1. Greg Barker, Grand Islai
N.Y., 145 c.l.; 2. Joe Schulte, El Sequnt
Calif., 145 c.i.; 3. Ken Kreitzer, Dayton, |
cl.

GPR-D — 1. Gary Mifsch, Osseo, Min
Super Stock; 2. Don Melbinger, LaGran
I1l.. Ski Class; 3. Stephen Goodman, M
gate, 1., Super Stock,

* GPR-A Consolation — 1. Ken Kreltz
Dayton, 280 c.i.; 2. Ron Snyder, Pigqua,
c.i.; 3. John Gochanour, Warren, Mich.,

1.

GPR-C Consolation - 1. Robert Pres|
West End, N.J., 145 c.i.; 2. Charlie Lo
Danville, Ky., 145 c.i.; 3. Joe Hartdeg
Chalmette, La.,-2.5-litre.

Governor’s Cup Invitational — 1.
Gimbrone, Tonawanda, N.Y., 7-litre !
Sherman Pohlhamus, Miami, Fla., 225 ¢
3. Tony Pidazza, Metairie, La., -litre 11.

280 c.i. Finals — 1. Chuck Thomp:
Southfield, Mich., 76.563 mph; 2. Dt
Sutton, Spring Arbor, Mich.; 3. Stover H
Syracuse, Ind.
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